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Ovid’s Fasti: Roman Holidays. By BETTY ROSE NAGLE, 
ed. and trans. Bloomington IN: Indiana Univ. Press, 
1995. Pp. 209. Cloth, $25; paper, $8.95. 

This attractive new verse translation of Ovid’s Fasti is a 
welcome arrival. It makes available for the first time for 
reading and teaching a translation easily accessible (and 
affordable) of Ovid’s important elegiac poem on the Roman 
religious calendar. The readability of the translation, the 
thoroughness of the introduction (on Ovid’s life and works, 
the composition, structure, and style of the Fasti, the poem’s 
literary antecedents, the Augustan context, Roman religion, 
and the calendar), the Glossary of Proper Names, and the 
scholarly notes make it an excellent choice for the class- 
room, as well as scholarly consultation. Throughout the 
translation Nagle shows an expert sensitivity to Ovid’s poetic 
style, wit, and learning. The correspondence of her couplets 
to Ovid’s Latin text are another useful feature of this edi- 
tion. 


K. SARA MYERS 
University of Michigan 
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